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[1tary cirales RRNHELLATE stated that Strauss has becoms acutely
smare. of $he cowplexities of the Defense Minlstry and his position. The only
‘reason, secording $o ENNELIATE, that Streuss fought for this position is that
‘ibe Defense Ministry is the B rgest and strongest Ministry ind handles better than a
third of the entire budget. No other Ministry can offer a better political

bHime to mtters military, Whenever it does become negeseary for hht.o mke &
dafense decision, it 1s weighed and dacided on its politieal coneequences and
w it might affect Strauss's politics, rather than on any wilitary considerations

SR - Chief of Staff af Combined % = This position
stafl iy similbanaously the chairman of the Joint Chisfs who sits with the

Defonse Qoungil (Verteidigungerat) cozposed of the Chancellor, Vics Chancellor,
Ministexs'of Tinangs, Interior, and Defense.

| o Egtahll = The Bonn Defense Sstablistment from the

‘ 10h e and service is cooposed of a tobal of
2,300 persomel of which 1,000 are officers., Brigadier General Panitski is Chief
of Staff and presently Deputy to the Chief of Staff, He is reported tobe a
'vary capable officere » '
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be Comuitment to NATO:

a. Present -~ 3 Corps Headquarters; 3 Divisions, one at vhich is 65
per cent up to combat strength and the other two divisions nearly 80 per cent.

be Plamed - 2 Tank Divisions up to 80 per vend of combet strength to
be turned over 1n December 1957, One Mountain and one Paratroop Divisien to
be turned over in 1958, The balanse of divisions to be made availabls during

195960,

os -Command Relationship - MATO inspeotion rights and suggested
sorrective ons are made through the Jerman Chief of Staff. Thus
far no suggestions have been made concerning training of troops. Some
nmbimhmbunmd.co th-na:lmmtofuniunthinmro,tho
most recent of whish was rejected. (The Division in Hegensburg was suggested
to be moved to the area of Stuttprt. The Cerman Chief of Staff turned this
suggestion doan as unworksble in view of tbe politieal repercussions, It m
thst the mejority of the Cerman units are made up of troops from the area i
where the wnit is located).

5. Taritorial Defense Forces

(Fleage see Foreign Service Dispatch ¥o. 183 25 July 1957 from American
Bobagssy Bonn to the Departmeat).

Flanning has been underway for soms time to establish a Territerial
Defense Forse of consideradle sise., In peace time it is planned to develop a
micleus of 30,000 of ficers and mva_{manyof whom will be drewn from consariptecs

_ Who have served their tours). It is planned that this foroe will be capable

of mobilixing 250,000~300,000 strong in time of war, The mission of the
Territorial Yorces is designed primerily for internsl defenses, protection of
ocoszunication sones, vital installations, rail junctions, plants etc. MNore on
this subject iz reported in the Foreign Service Dispatch, '
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8. Ouided Missiles versus Jet Aircraft Interceptors: Almost
immedintely £ a:mmm , the Delense m;;mnconelmmm

ﬂnujcruyornume,ioﬁwmbouodrwwinryot,jot interceptors by
1960 or if most of this money should be utilised for guided missiles. HNMELIATE
favors guided missiles with some interceptor support, sven though the former is
muech more sxpensive, This decision will be made primarily by RHMELIATE., The
queation of adequate airfields and runways is very much related to this decision,
Reportedly the air force 13 to hove one field for each of its ..63 . squadrons,
REHWRLLATE claimo it is impossible to provide that many, Also comected with this
is the general build up of the air force, If technological dsvelopments contime
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at the same pece in the future, intercontinental air warfare can be .
out pilots, witdnsive runssys, oto. same Sime parhaps in ths not too distant

» mmonmrmmpa 7, BoB=Gi0, which is sericusly doubted.




